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Memorial Day

Since 1868, Memorial Day has been observed as a

day to commemorate those who have died in our
nationds service. For mar
gives us a welcome threday weekend that is

celebrated with a backyard barbeque.

An outdoor barbeque is an appropriate way to
welcome summer and the end of the school year,

but we should remember to take a little time to

honor our fallen heroes. Usually neglected in such
remembrances are the dogs that have sacrificed their
lives in loyal service to their soldier companions and
our country.

There is a long tradition of dogs going off to war with their masters. In 490 B.C. in the
Battle of Marathon in Greece (the oldest
fighting and dying beside his master. In 1415 in France, during the Battle of Agincourt, a
wounded Sir Piers Legh was guarded by his Mastiff. Many dogs accompanied their masters
onto the battlefield during the Civil War.
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Dogs have been adopted by military units throughout history as mascots. Commanders
recognized the value of dogs as morale boosters: dogs reminded soldiers of home, served as
joyful diversions, and provided solace to soldiers during war. Units became so attached to
their mascots and took such pride in them that fallen dogs often were given burials with

full military honorsd a practice that has continued to this day.

In addition their role in helping soldiers cope with the monotony, misery, and horrors of

war, dogs have served as message carriers during combat, sentries, locators of wounded on

the battlefield, detectors of explosive devices, prisoner guards, and even as-ealging

sentinels of gas attacks. Dogs6 keen hear
>o detect movement on far hillsides are talents that have protected their units and earned

the gratitude of those they served.

Famous military dogs include Rin Tin Tin, a German Shepherd Dog who served in WWI
and came home to be a movie star,; W llie,
alongside Gen. Patton in WWII; Chips, a German Shephe@bllie-Husky mix, served in

North Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, and Germany during WWII; Nemo, a German Shepherd
Dog, was badly wounded in the line of duty in Vietnam and retired to Lackland AFB.

When you remember our war heroes with grat
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
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Message from the President

Noelle Blair
A belated happy Mother's Dayll hope that you all | have the stoic boy.He loves to sit beside me and
had a wonderful Mother's Day.l spent the day contemplate things.When you look into his eyes
with my fur kids playing, grooming, and you see an old soulHe is steady, dependable, and
cuddling. It made me think of the wonderful gifts never farther thanHehas ar n
that each dog in its own way has brought to my taught me that sometimes the best thing you can
life. do for a friend is just to be there for them.

| have a new puppy, and
through him | get to discover
old things in a new

light. Even the act of facing
the wind with your eyes
closedis a new andylorious
experience.| hope that you all
look at your kids, be they
human or animal, and
experience life for just a

A4 moment as they see g

| have the snuggle bug who loves to cuddle, no
matter how hot it is. Of course he doesn't realize
that he is 125 pounds of warm dog bodyde has
taught me to slow down and enjoy every minute
for what it is.

| have the comic relief; the more | laugh, the more =
she does to make me lauglWithout her my life L
would be lonely indeed. She has taught me the
value of making time to play regardless of my
schedule.

New Canine Legislation Tracking System

The American Kennel Club announced the launch legislative developments, the progress of specific
of a new AKC Government Relations Legislation  bills, and, if applicable, AKC legislative alerts and
Tracking Service.This new service enables you to messagedn addition, you can view the actual text
check the status of all 2009 canine legislation in of the bill or read a brief official legislative

each of the 50 states, as well as federal legislation. summary.

This service can be accé&hmakCdoebnothgve a pogtiorton evéenhbdl AKC
web pagehttp://www.akc.org/canine_legislation posted; rather, this service is meant as a reference
and clicking on the | ar te fofiyduKoGee@lbthe éssuasrbeiny tonsidered in
Rel ations 2009 Legillssl at yoarrstatd.r acki ngo i con.

will bring you to a new page with a clickable map

of the United States.To view federal legislation, Any questions or comments regarding this new
click on the AUS Fedo i seovice shoold ke Hiected io thén AKC Gdverrimiers
map.You can also click on any state to view that  Relations Department at (919) 818720 or
stateds pending canine Hoglan@akcargsgon, t he | atest

Western Slope Animal Expo

The Grand Valley Kennel Club will have two 1006 x
. . .. . . . 9%

and 11 at the Mesa County Fairgrounds. If you would like to participate in this educational and &

interesting event, please contact Johnnie Farmer at 28499. We need some additional volunteers!
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Responsible Breeders

As members of an AK&(ffiliated Kennel Club, we are committed to being responsible dog breeders,
educating others about responsible dog breeding, and recommending only responsible dog breeders.

This is the second in a series of four articles that describe the differences between responsible breeders
and those that do not serve the best interests of their dogs, the people who adopt their dogs, the general
public, or the welfare of the breed. It 1 s our
be breeding your dogs. There are plenty of rewards in training, showing, working with, and enjoying
your dogs without becoming a fibackyard breeder. o

Traits of Responsible Breeders Traits of Backyard Breeders

Willing to give you hi s Haseadrefareacesoeuwswillng te pravidethemtoi a n
name, owners of other dogs from his bloodlines)  prospective homes for his puppies

Has a record of his pup Knowsandhing abouetketothgr dogs on the
puppiesd6 pedigrees

Breeds to improve his own dogs, the bloodlinesof Br eeds just to make money

his dogs, and the breed procreate
Breeds infrequently, striving for quality, not Breeds regularly for money or for ego; may breed
guantity Aj ust onceodo before neuter

Arranges pairings that will add desirable qualities  Selects pairings based on what is cheap and

to the offspring bloodlines; seldom repeats a convenient; often breeds the same pair again and
breeding again

Breeds only dogs that meet the breed standard Dogs used for breeding rarely meet breed standard
Breeds only dogs with stable temperaments Breedsshy/aggressivelogswith poortemperaments

Breeds only dogs over 2 years old, and breeds themBreeds dogs at almost any age, and breeds them
a limited number of times any number of times

Mate choice could be from far away; almost never Mate choice is usually local; very often he owns

breeds his own males to his own females both the sire and the dam

Does all genetic testing and will provide proof; Does no genetic testing; ignorantly breeds

does not breed animals with genetic defects or defective animals or those which are carriers, thus
which are carriers of defects perpetuates disease in the breed

Puppies are sold from waiting list created before ~ Puppies are sold after birth in the local newspaper
breeding even takes place on a firstcome, firstserved basis
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