Grand Valley Kennel Club Newsletter

Annual Picnic

Edna and Paul Schenck hosted our annual picnic this year, and everyone had a great time!
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We had lots of wonderful food,

and a lake for the dogs to swim in,
dive, splash, cool off, and retrieve
- decoys from.
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We also had cool,
shady grass for
relaxing, and good
friends to spend a
really enjoyable
afternoon with.
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Message from the President
Noelle Blair

We had the great privilege of having Kay Bedeau
come to Grand Junction from South Dakota to put
on a seminar for us. I came away with quite a few
more tricks in my bag of training tools. I wish
more people could have attended. For those of
you who didn't attend, I really hope that you will
consider coming to the next seminar the GVKC
offers; we had a great time.

I think that so many people pigeonhole 'obedience’

seminars as something they don't need because
they only do conformation, or agility, or rally, or
they just want a 'house pet."” What would agility
dogs be if you couldn't have them wait at the start
of the course and call them off as they are heading
toward the wrong jump or going off course? What
is agility, if not "excess within control"?

Conformation people think they don't need
'obedience' because they don't want their dogs to
sit. How much easier would it be in conformation
to have a dog understand the difference between a
sit and a stand? How much easier would it be to

have them do the behavior when you ask for

it? Stand Stay is a behavior that transfers from the
obedience ring, to the conformation ring, to the
groomer's table, to the vet's office. Where

would we be without it? I'm sure you can see
where this is heading.

As for this exhibitor, instructor, and dog owner, I
am so grateful to the club and especially Debbie
Murray for providing this opportunity for me to
learn more about myself and my dogs. I came
away realizing that it's not about the awards, titles,
and ribbons; it's about building a working
relationship with my dog. It's about becoming a
team, playing together, and enjoying the company
of my dog regardless of whether we are playing in
the back yard, learning a new behavior, or
competing in the ring. I will always be grateful to
Kay for putting this back into perspective for me.
If nothing else, I came away energized and
wanting to do more with my dogs.

Thank you Kay and Debbie! ‘g’

GVKC Annual Picnic on July 18
John Boughton

The annual GVKC Picnic was held at the home of
Edna and Paul Schenck, located north of Fruita.
Their beautiful southwest adobe-style dwelling
was a perfect setting for a friendly outing. Many
members, families, and guests were in attendance.
The food fair provided by the members at the
gathering was wonderful. Their creativity showed
in presentation, flavor, and enjoyment.

There were many doggie activities: games to be
played, a pond in which to frolic (dogs and kids
alike), and free-for-all K-9 social time. We were
able to win cute dog treats by having our dogs find
and collect balls. Some dogs excelled at this
because they had been taught to retrieve. All
pooches present had a good time interacting; they

were on their best behavior!

Edna conducted a guided tour of their well-laid-
out kennel building, the indoor and outdoor runs,
ribbons, and trophies on display. This is an
inspirational construction. In addition Edna
provided insight on some aspects of Field Training
techniques.

Those of you who were not able to participate this
year, please plan on attending next year—you
were missed!

On behalf of the club I would like to thank Edna
and Paul for their hospitality. Christy is to be
thanked as well for her inspiration, planning, and

work in putting this event together. sg!
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Responsible Breeders

As members of an AKC-affiliated Kennel Club, we are committed to being responsible dog breeders,

educating others about responsible dog breeding, and recommending only responsible dog breeders.

This is the final part of our four-article series that describe the differences between responsible breeders
and those that do not serve the best interests of their dogs, the people who adopt their dogs, the general
public, or the welfare of the breed. It is our position that if you can’t meet these standards, you shouldn’t
be breeding your dogs. There are plenty of rewards in training, showing, working with, and enjoying

your dogs without becoming a “backyard breeder.”
Traits of Responsible Breeders

Tests pups to match their temperaments and drives
with buyers’ personalities and lifestyles
Never sells to “impulse” buyers

Puppies are sold with contracts

Never sells two pups at the same time to a novice
dog owner

Interviews prospective buyers, checks home and
references; refuses to sell to substandard homes

Wants to meet whole family; won’t sell pups if
children are abusive to animals

Sells only to buyers with enough disposable
income to properly care for a dog (AKC estimates
the cost to be $1327 per year)

Waits for buyers who commit to providing a
lifelong home for the dog

Understands dogs are “pack animals”; sells pets
only to buyers wanting to make pup an indoor dog
and part of the family

Sells only to those who make pup’s safety a priority

Encourages or requires buyers to spay/neuter pet-
quality pups

Encourages buyers to train pups; refers them to a
good trainer

Makes sure buyers understand pups’ considerable
need for time, attention, exercise, and training

Traits of Backyard Breeders

Knows nothing about puppy-testing or matching
puppies with buyers; buyers pick the “cutest” one

Not concerned about buyer being prepared for pups
No contracts; does not care what you do with pups

Would consider selling two pups at the same time
to be a “killing two birds with one stone” sale

Sells to anyone with the cash; does not find out if
buyers will provide good homes for the pups

Does not consider any factors in the sale other
than whether the buyer has the money

Not concerned about whether buyers can afford to
properly care for the pups or for the long-term cost
of owning a dog

Does not reject high-risk buyers (renters, young
people, college students, low income, very elderly)

Does not care if pups live as outdoor dogs or
chained dogs that will be unhappy and anxious
from being isolated and separated from its “pack”

Does not consider the pup’s best interests

Encourages buyers to breed, regardless of the pup’s
quality

Shown no concern for pups after sale; knows no
trainers

Does not provide even his own dogs with enough
time, attention, exercise, or training <g°
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“Hounds that heal” by Kelly Zepp, cover story in the August 2009 Beacon
[Reprinted by permission]

Three times a week, unless Cathy Clark and her two

certified therapy dogs,

there’s the rare occasion Missy (I) and Chewy (r)

when she is not feeling
well, out of town or has
guests; Missy gets ready to
volunteer at local nursing |
homes and hospitals. She
spends hours bathing,
brushing her teeth, and
making sure every strand
of her hair is in place.
Before she heads out the
door and jumps in the car,
she makes sure she has her
hospital ID.

When Missy gets to the
designated facility for the day, she’s picked up out
of the car, placed on all four legs, and begins
visiting the residents and patients. Four legs?
That’s right; Missy is a gorgeous little black and
white Sheltie. She and her brother Chewy, a Lhasa
-Apso, are certified therapy dogs. They accompany
their handler, Cathy Clark of Grand Junction, and
brighten the day of those who are sick or in
nursing homes.

Cathy, who has lived in Grand Junction since
junior high, is a long time dog lover. “I've had just
about every dog breed through the years. You
name it and I've had it.” Before involving herself in
therapy dog work, Cathy was very active in the
local kennel club. She helped put on the local AKC
shows in the area and competed in obedience trials
with her dogs. Nearly two decades ago, the activity
director at Mesa Manor contacted the local kennel
club and asked if any of its members would come
and bring their dogs to visit their residents. Cathy
Clark and many others went and as Cathy says, “I
was the only one who stuck with it.”

After a few years of visiting Mesa Manor with her
dogs, Cathy learned about Therapy Dogs
International (TDI). TDI is an organization based

in New Jersey that has
been testing and
evaluating dogs for

therapy work since the
late 1970’s. Therapy dogs
have been thoroughly
studied by many

- organizations. There are
numerous benefits of

“» interacting with dogs; it
“ has shown to lower blood
pressure, reduce stress,
provide comfort and
increase movement
among other positive
results.

Cathy and her first therapy dogs, Joey and Zack,
passed the TDI evaluation and kept visiting Mesa
Manor. Since that time, she and her dogs have
expanded their volunteer service to include
visiting hospitals and assisted living facilities. In
1999, Cathy became an evaluator with TDI. “Now
there are a total of four evaluators in the state.
Besides myself, there are two evaluators in
Colorado Springs and one in Durango” according
to Cathy.

“It takes a certain dog to be a therapy dog,” Cathy
said. “They must first be able to pass all ten steps of
the AKC Good Citizen (AKC/CGC) test, and then
there are a few additional TDI requirements.” The
AKC/CGC test, is a test, administered locally by
Johnny Farmer and Connie Brownson, Cathy’s
identical twin sister. They look at a dog’s
temperament, its basic obedience skills, the ability
to sit, stay and come, and its appearance and
grooming.

Cathy explains, “It’s important that therapy dogs
not only be friendly with strangers and children.
They also need to be able to be separated from
their owners without becoming agitated.
Sometimes I might need to leave my dogs for a few



Bark ‘n Bugle, August 2009

Cathy Clark and her therapy dogs (continued)

minutes with someone else to step out of the room,
and my dogs need to be able to handle that. Dogs
are also evaluated around hospital equipment.
During an evaluation, volunteers with walkers,
canes, and wheelchairs maneuver around the dogs.
It’s interesting that out of all the equipment dogs
become most agitated around the walker. I also
test dogs around food. I try to find the smelliest
most irresistible treats for the dogs. Dogs must be
able come within three feet of the treat and not be
distracted by the food.”

Dogs must not only pass a test, but they also need
to complete an application that includes a health
record that must be signed by a licensed
veterinarian. When the evaluation/application
process is complete, dogs receive a therapy dog tag
and their TDI ID, which they must wear on all
visits. Once a therapy dog team begins visiting,
there are five working certificates/titles that a
team can earn from TDI. In order to qualify for
these awards, handlers must document each visit.
Three of Cathy’s dogs, Zack, Joey and Missy
earned the TDI Exceptional Volunteer Award
(TDIEVA), which is TDI’s highest award. It
recognizes 350 documented visits, which Cathy
and her dogs surpassed long ago. Chewy, Cathy’s
newest dog, is well on his way to earning his own
TDIEVA.

For Cathy, Missy and Chewy a typical visit lasts 1-
2 hours. Cathy said, “I knock on a patient’s or
resident’s door and ask them if they’d like a pet
visit. I've gotten some pretty funny answers. One
man told me that he wasn’t allowed dogs in the
hospital. I think he thought I was offering him a
dog to keep. Another man wondered what kind of
dogs there were. I told him I had a Lhasa and a
Sheltie and asked if he wanted to pet one of them.
He told me that he would if I could get a big dog,
as if I had a whole kennel of dogs,” she laughed.

“I tell handlers that although this is a volunteer
opportunity they should treat it like a job. My dogs
and I have really gotten to know residents and

they count on our coming to visit them weekly.
One time I had to miss a week because a friend
was visiting. The week I returned one man said,
‘Where the hell have you been? We were waiting
for you last week.”

“Everyone is busier these days. And [, like many,
have less time,” Cathy shared, “There are days
when I am so tired that I would love to stay home
with Missy and Chewy, but I take them out
anyway. By the time I get home, I am so thankful
that I went. People love and enjoy my dogs, and
it’s so nice to be able to make someone’s day a little
easier. One time I was visiting with my dogs, and
one of the patients touched my arm. I had never
heard her speak before and thought she wasn’t
able to. So I just smiled at her and talked to her,
but then I soon realized that she wanted to tell me
something. It took her a long time, but eventually
she said, ‘I love Missy.” That’s why I do what I do,
and I'll be doing it until I can’t do it anymore,”
Cathy added.

While many therapy dog teams like Cathy, Missy
and Chewy visit nursing homes, hospitals and
homebound patients; there are also opportunities
for dogs to participate in reading programs.
Children are improving their reading skills by
reading aloud to dogs. Many children, who would
be intimidated by reading in front of their peers,
become more comfortable with reading to four-
legged friends in local libraries and schools.
Newsweek recently reported on an 8 year old boy
who went from reading 45 words per minute
(wpm) to 93 wpm while reading to a dachshund. If
you would like to become involved with TDI,
Cathy holds monthly evaluations at Sherwood
Park in Grand Junction. She welcomes prospective
handlers to come and observe. “It helps to see
what an evaluation looks like, so handlers know
what to expect and can train their dogs
accordingly.” You can find more information at
www.tdi-dog.org or email Cathy Clark at
cathyzack@bresnan.net. <@
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Brags and Wags

Who: Dog Name: Teddy and Piper
Breed: Golden Retrievers

Owner-Handler: Sandy McFarland

What: Teddy’s first leg in Novice Standard, 1st place

Piper finished Open Jumpers, 1st place
When: June 13-14, 2009

Where: Grand Junction, CO, Mesa County 4-H Match and Grand Valley Kennel Club

Other: Piper now has CDX OA titles

Who: Dog Name: Kita’s Ajuak Drum Dancer, “Dancer”
Breed: Finnish Spitz
Owner: John Boughton, Holly Horton, & Spencer Willis
Handler: John Boughton

Won: Bred by Exhibitor Best of Breed and Bred by Exhibitor Group II

Finnish Spitz, 1st place Puppy, Best of Breed Finnish Spitz and Non-Sporting Group I

Best Puppy in Match
Best Adult Handler
When: June 13, 2009

Where: Grand Junction, CO, Mesa County 4-H Match

Other: Dancer is a 9-month old male bred by John Boughton, Holly & Val Horton, and April Bruce

Who:
Breed: Finnish Spitz

Dog Name: Kita’s Ajuak Drum Dancer, “Dancer”

Owner: John Boughton, Holly Horton, & Spencer Willis

Handler: Noelle Blair
What: Sanction B March
Won:
When: June 14, 2009

Finnish Spitz, 1st place Puppy, Best of Breed Finnish Spitz and Non-Sporting Group III

Where: Grand Junction, CO, Grand Valley Kennel Club

Black Wolves’ Color Traced To Dogs
From National Wildlife, June/July 2009, p. 10.

Genetic science has answered a centuries-old
question from the natural world: Why are half of
the North America’s gray wolves actually black in
color, when nearly all of their European cousins
are gray or white?

According to a recent study published in the
journal Science, this continent’s black wolves can
thank a domestic dog for their color. By analyzing
DNA from 150 North American wolves—half of
them black—the study’s authors traced the color

variation to a single mutated gene, found in dogs,
that was transferred to wolves through mating.

Because the variation is so widespread, the study
concludes that the mating between dog and wolf
must have occurred long before the arrival of
Europeans on the continent—and that the
mutation must benefit the wild animals in some
way, perhaps by conferring health benefits or
providing camouflage. <@
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GRAND VALLEY KENNEL CLUB

TROPHY PLEDGE FORM
Two Showsi One Location / Mesa County Fairgrounds
September 26 27, 2009

Help us make this year’s shows the best ever. Consider sponsoring one, some, or all of the
following awards. Trophy sponsors will be listed in our catalog and recognized at the shows.
***Sponsoring more than one class & need more room? Write the info on the back of this form.***

In addition to Regular conformation classes, there will be Puppy competition on Saturday.
Sponsorship is available for both events.

CONFORMATION GROUPS - Sponsorship level for Regular groups is $50 per group

Group -
Regular (circle) SAT 9/26/09 SUN 9/27/09 Puppy

CONFORMATION CLASSES - Sponsorship level is $20 per class
(Best of Breed, Best of Winners, Best of Opposite Sex, Winners Dog, Winners Bitch)

Breed Class
Regular (circle) SAT 9/20 SUN 9/21 Puppy

HIGHEST SCORE IN TRIAL - Sponsorship is $75.00 (circle) SAT 9/26  SUN 9/27
HIGHEST COMBINED SCORE -- Sponsorship level is $50 (circle) SAT 9/26 SUN 9/27
OBEDIENCE CLASSES — Sponsorship level is $20 per class (Novice A, B/ Open A, B/ Utility A, B)

Class (circle) SAT 9/26 SUN 9/27

RALLY CLASSES 1 Sponsorship level is $20 per class (Novice A, B/ Advanced A, B / Excellent A, B
Class (circle) SAT 9/26 SUN 9/27

BEST JUNIOR HANDLER - Sponsorship level is %50 (Circle) SAT 9/26 SUN 9/27

JR HANDLER CLASSES - Sponsorship level is $20 (Novice — jr, int, sr / Open — jr, int, sr)

Class (circle) SAT 9/26 SUN 9/27
YOUR NAME - PHONE -

ADDRESS -

KENNEL NAME or IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF -

TOTAL # OF TROPHYS PLEDGED - TOTAL AMOUNT OF PLEDGES - §

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GRAND VALLEY KENNEL CLUB & MAIL TO

WENDY SPURR
970-270-8979
256 Nashua Court
Grand Junction, CO 81503
QUESTIONS?? Email spurr@bresnan.net

PLEASE CALL WENDY SPURR TO CONFIRM WHICH TROPHIES STILL NEED SPONSORS.


mailto:spurr@bresnan.net
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Do Dogs Go to Heaven?
This is a 'church signs' debate that reportedly played out in a Southern U.S. town between Our Lady of
Martyrs Catholic Church and Cumberland Presbyterian, a fundamentalist church. The response and
counter-responses were photographed over the summer.

You get the impression that the Presbyterians are actually taking this seriously and are getting a bit upset.
(No offense intended to anyone’s religion or beliefs.)

CATHOLIC CHURCH

CATHOLIC CHURCH

ALL DOGS
GO TO

HEAVEN

00GS DONT HAVE SO0ULS
THIS IS NOT OPEN FOR
DEBATE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

FREE DOG SOULS
WITH CONVERSION

ONLY HUMANS 6D 10
l HEAVEN READ THE BIBLE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

CATHOLIC DOGS GO TO HEAVEN
PRESBYTERIAN DOGS CAN TALK
TO THEIR PASTOR

h&@mku:w

| [00GS ARE ANIMALS

THERE AREN'T ANY

ROCKS IN HEAVEN
EITHER

GOD LOVES ALL HIS CREATIONS
DOGS INCLUDED

uuxwmnunuwu

CONVERTINGTD
CATHOLDCISM DOES NOT
MAGICALLY GRANT YOUR
DOG A S0UL

CATHOLIC CHURCH

ALL ROCKS
GO TO HEAVEN

Dog Cancer Drug Approved
From the Wall Street Journal, June 4, 2009, p. A5.

The Food and Drug Administration approved the first drug made specifically to treat cancer in dogs. The

new drug, Palladia, manufactured by Pfizer Inc.’s animal-health division, has been approved to treat

canine cutaneous mast cell tumors, which account for about one in five cases of canine skin tumors.
Associated Press
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Calendar of Events

GVKC Meetings and Events Upcoming Dog Shows
Aug. 18 GVKC monthly meeting, 6:30 PM Aug.29-30 Cheyenne Kennel Club
ReMax 4000 offices, 1st & Patterson Cheyenne, WY
Guest speaker: Serena De Castro of Dog Aug. 29-30 West Central Okla. Kennel Club
Dreams Animal Therapy will tell us Elk City, OK

about using massage, acupressure, and Sept. 4-6 Metro /Evergreen Kennel Clubs

Greeley, CO

Sept. 12-13  Bonneville Basin Kennel Association

essential oil therapy to treat dogs for
illnesses, sore muscles, anxiety, and

improved circulation. _
Farmington , UT

Sept. 26 & 27 GVKC All-Breed Dog Show Sept. 26-27  Grand Valley Kennel Club
Mesa County Fairgrounds Grand Junction, CO

Training Classes

Conformation Class: Learn how to show a dog in a Conformation competition
Location: Sherwood Park on the south side by the restrooms

Dates: Wednesdays, August 5, 19, 26 and Sept. 2, 9, 16

Time: 6 PM-7 PM

Instructor: Nanette Loya

Cost: $35 for 6 sessions or $10 per class for drop-ins

GVKC Mentors

Conformation..........ccecuveeevveeennen. John Boughton .......cccccceecvevveuennne. 260-9150 (cell)
Noelle Blair........cccoovveevrveeeriieeieens 986-9629 (home & cell)
Wendy Spurr......ccccceevevvevveenennennnn 270-8979 (cell)
Obedience.......cccceeeveeereeecreeennnn. Jan Hamner .......ccccoeeeviveeenieeeieens 245-7694 (home)
Sandy McFarland ..........cccccoeeneee. 314-9247 (home)
Christy Armendarez ...................... 245-4515 (home)
Rally...cooooeiiiiiceeccice Kelly Davidson.......cc.ceceeeeveeennnee. 623-0343
Christy Armendarez ...................... 245-4515 (home)
Noelle Blair......ccccccveeeciieeeiieeeieens 210-6854 (cell)
Field Training.......ccccceeeecvevvennenens Edna Schenck.......cccceevvevevieeennenns 858-1715 (home)
Grooming.......cccceeeveeeenueeveneennennn Johnnie Farmer .........ccccccevveiennne. 241-8499
Nanette Loya....cccceceveeieienicncnnenne. 778-7016 (cell)
JUDIOTS...vveeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Hannah Martin ........ccccceeeevenveeeennns 523-5422 or 260-9790

NULTItion...coovvereieneeeceeeeeeneee Cindy Clark ......ccccoceeevinieiieiennnn. 858-0666
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The Bark n Bugle is published monthly
by the Grand Valley Kennel Club, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1751, Grand Junction, CO
81502.

Members of the Grand Valley Kennel
Club are e-mailed a copy of the
newsletter each month in pdf file
format. Members can receive a printed
copy of the newsletter each month for
an additional charge of $10 per year.
Subscription requests and payment
should be sent to Donna Scott, 1025
Lakeside Drive, Grand Junction, CO
81506.

Opinions expressed herein are those of
the individual contributors and do not
necessarily reflect those of the group, its
officers, or the American Kennel Club.

Information in the Bark 1 Bugle may be
reproduced provided credit is given to
the author and the Bark ‘n Bugle.
However, if a copyright notice for the
originator appears with the item,
specific permission to reproduce the
item must be obtained directly from the
originator.

We welcome submissions for the
newsletter. Please do not send
copyrighted materials unless permission
has been granted for us to print it. Send
submissions to Donna Scott at
dscott@acsol.net.

may be edited for content and length, as

Submitted materials

needed to fit the available space in the
newsletter.

Advertising and contributed materials
are due by the 7th of each month for
them to be included in that month’s
issue.

Advertising rates per issue are as
follows:

1 Half page: $25
1 Full page: $40
9 Business card advertisement: $ 5
1 Announcements of litters: $10

The Grand Valley Kennel Club is affiliated with the American
Kennel Club and is licensed to hold AKC-sanctioned all-breed
conformation, agility, obedience, and rally events.

The Grand Valley Kennel Club was formed by a diverse group
of dog lovers who share a common interest in raising,
training, breeding, and competing with their dogs. We
welcome all dog lovers who are 18 years or older in our club,
regardless of whether they own a purebred dog. Both Family
and Individual memberships are available.

Our purpose as a club is to promote an appreciation of
purebred dogs, educate our members and the public about
responsible dog ownership and responsible breeding of dogs,
provide opportunities for dog owners to become acquainted
with others who have similar interests, and to sponsor events
for our dogs and members to enjoy. We also provide
educational programs, training classes, and health clinics to
promote the well-being of dogs and to help dog owners
develop a rewarding relationship with their dogs.

Officers and Committee Chairs

President: Noelle Blair, rottndog@aol.com

Vice President: Johnnie Farmer, texi@acsol.net

Secretary: Kelly Davidson, kellydavidson@remax.net
Treasurer: Wendy Spurr, spurr@bresnan.net

Board Member:  Christy Armendarez, kitzanu4@yahoo.com
Board Member:  Sandy McFarland, sandy@timberee.com
Board Member:  John Boughton, j_boughton@hotmail.com
Board Member:  Kim Giannone, winridge@gvii.net

Dog Show Chair: Kim Giannone, winridge@gvii.net

Program Chair:  Cindy Clark, cadillacstyle98@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor: Donna Scott, dscott@acsol.net

‘Webmaster: David Green

Canine Good Citizen Evaluators

Connie Brownson (970) 245-8306, congustila@aol.com
Johnnie Farmer  (970) 241-8499, texi@acsol.net

Kathi Wisdom (970) 858-4678, wisdobes@yahoo.com

Cathy Clark (970) 245-9078, cathyzack@aol.com

Linda Phipps (970) 256-9117, hadiyah@gmail.com
Therapy Dog Evaluators

Cathy Clark (970) 245-9078, cathyzack@aol.com
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