
Special points of interest: 

• Show Information 

• A Living Love 

• Body Language 

• Vaccine Protocol 

• Pet Medical Costs 

• AKC Code of Sportsmanship 
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What Dog Show? 



 

If you ever love an animal, there are three days in your life you will always remember… 
 
The first is a day, blessed with happiness, when you bring home you young new friend. You may have spent weeks 
deciding on a breed. You may have asked numerous opinions of many vets, or done long research in finding a 
breeder. Or, perhaps in a fleeting moment, you may have just chosen that silly looking mutt in a shelter – simply 
because something in its eyes reached your heart. But when you bring that chosen pet home, and watch it explore, 
and claim its special place in your hall or front room – and when you feel it brush against you for the first time – it 
instills a feeling of pure love you will carry with you through the many years to come. 
 
The second day will occur eight or nine or ten years later. It will be a day like any other. Routine and unexceptional. 
But, for a surprising instant, you will look at your longtime friend and see age where you once saw youth. You will 
see slow deliberate steps where you once saw energy. And you will see sleep when you once saw activity. So you 
will begin to adjust you friend’s diet – and you may add a pill or two to her food. And you may feel a growing fear 
deep within yourself, which bodes of a coming emptiness. And you will feel this uneasy feeling, on and off, until the 
third day finally arrives. 
 
And on this day – if your friend and God have not decided for you, then you will be faced with making a decision of 
your own – on behalf of your lifelong friend, and with the guidance of your own deepest Spirit. But whichever way 
your friend eventually leaves you – you will feel as long as a single star in the dark night. If you are wise, you will let 
the tears flow as freely and as often as they must. And if you are typical, you will find that not many in your circle of 
family or friends will be able to understand your grief, or comfort you. But if you are true to the love of the pet you 
cherished through the many joy-filled years, you may find that a soul – a bit smaller in size than your own – seems to 
walk with you, at times, during the lonely days to come. And at moments when you least expect anything out of the 
ordinary to happen, you may feel something brush against your leg – very, very lightly. And looking down at the 
place where you dear, perhaps dearest, friend used to lay – you will remember those three significant days. The 
memory will most likely be painful, and leave an ache in your heart. As time passes the ache will come and go as if it 
has a life of its own. You will both reject it and embrace it, and it may confuse you. If you reject it, it will depress 
you. If you embrace it, it will deepen you. Either way, it will still be an ache.  
 
But there will be, I assure you, a fourth day when – along with the memory or your pet – and piercing through the 
heaviness in your heart – there will come a realization that belongs only to you. It will be as unique and strong as our 
relationship with each animal we have loved, and lost. This realization takes the form of a Living Love – like the 
heavenly scent of a rose that remains after the petals have wilted, this Love will remain and grow – and be there for 
us to remember. It is a love we have earned. It is the legacy our pets leave us when they go. And it is a gift we may 
keep with us as long as we live. It is a Love which is ours alone. And until we ourselves leave, perhaps to join our 
Beloved Pets – it is a Love we will always posses. 
                                                                                                        Author Unknown 
 
 

A Living Love 
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What does your body language say to a dog? 
 
WHAT DOES YOUR BODY LANGUAGE SAY TO YOUR DOG? By: Dr. Nicholas Dodman 
This article is far too long to print in the newsletter, but I believe you will find it quite interesting. Dr. Dod-
man is renowned 
for his knowledge of dog behavior. [You may have to copy & paste the link into your browzer.] 
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/what-does-your-body-language-say-to-yourdog/ 
page1aspxutm_source=dogcrazynews001et&utm_medium=email&utm_content=petplace_article&utm_ca
mpaign=dailynewsletter 



VACCINATION NEWS FLASH  
I would like to make you aware that all 27 veterinary schools in North America are in the process of  
changing their protocols for vaccinating dogs and cats. Some of this information will present an ethical & economic 
challenge to vets, and there will be skeptics. Some organizations have come up with a political compromise suggest-
ing vaccinations every 3 years to appease those who fear loss of income vs. those concerned about potential side ef-
fects. Politics, traditions 20 or the doctor's economic wellbeing should not be a factor in medical decision. 
 
NEW PRINCIPLES OF IMMUNOLOGY  
"Dogs and cats immune systems mature fully at 6 months. If a modified live virus (MLV) vaccine is given after 6 
months of age, it produces an immunity which is good for the life of the pet (i.e.: canine distemper, parvo, feline dis-
temper). If another MLV vaccine is given a year later, the antibodies from the first vaccine neutralize the antigens of 
the second vaccine and there is little or no effect. The titer is not boosted" nor are more memory cells induced." Not 
only are annual boosters for parvo and distemper unnecessary, they subject the pet to potential risks of allergic reac-
tions and immune-mediated hemolytic anemia. "There is no scientific documentation to back up label claims for an-
nual administration of MLV vaccines." Puppies receive antibodies through their mother's milk. This natural protec-
tion can last 8-14 weeks. Puppies & kittens should NOT be vaccinated at LESS than 8 weeks. Maternal immunity 
will neutralize the vaccine and little protection (0-38%) will be produced. Vaccination at6 weeks will, however, delay 
the timing of the first highly effective vaccine. Vaccinations given 2 weeks apart suppress rather than stimulate the 
immune system. A series of vaccinations is given starting at 8 weeks and given 3-4 weeks apart up to 16 weeks of 
age. Another vaccination given sometime after 6 months of age (usually at 1 year 4 months) will provide  
lifetime immunity. 
 
CURRENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DOGS  
Distemper & Parvo *"According to Dr. Schultz, AVMA, 8-15-95, when a vaccinations series given at 2, 3 & 4 
months and again at 1 year with MLV, puppies and kitten program memory cells that survive for life, providing life-
long immunity." Dr. Carmichael at Cornell and Dr. Schultz has studies showing immunity against challenge at 2-10 
years for canine distemper & 4 years for parvovirus. Studies for longer duration are pending. "There are no new trains 
of parvovirus as one manufacturer would like to suggest. Parvovirus vaccination provides cross immunity for all 
types." Hepatitis (Adenovirus) is one of the agents known to be a cause of kennel cough. Only vaccines with CAV-2 
should be used as CAV-1 vaccines carry the risk of "hepatitis blue-eye" reactions & kidney damage. 
 
*Bordetella Para influenza: Commonly called "Kennel cough",. Recommended only for those dogs boarded, 
groomed, taken to dog shows, or for any reason housed where exposed to a lot of dogs. The intranasal vaccine pro-
vides more complete and more rapid onset of immunity with less chance of reaction. Immunity requires 72 hours and 
does not protect from every cause of kennel cough. Immunity is of short duration (4 to 6 months).* 
*RABIES - There have been no reported cases of rabid dogs or cats in Harris, Montgomery or Ft. Bend Counties 
[ Texas ] but there have been rabid skunks and bats so the potential exists. It is a killed vaccine and must be given 
every year. 
 
*Lyme disease-Lyme disease is a tick born disease which can cause lameness, kidney failure and heart disease in 
dogs. Ticks can also transmit the disease to humans. The original Ft. Dodge killed bacteria has proven to be the most 
effective vaccine. Lyme disease prevention should emphasize early removal of ticks. Amitraz collars are more effec-
tive than Top Spot, as amitraz paralyzes the tick's mouthparts preventing  
transmission of disease. 
 
**VACCINATIONS NOT RECOMMENDED* *  
Multiple components in vaccines compete with each other for the immune system and result in lesser immunity for 
each individual disease as well as increasing the risk of a reaction. Canine Corona Virus is only a disease of puppies. 
It is rare, self-limiting (dogs get well in 3 days without treatment). Cornell & Texas A&M have only diagnosed one 
case each in the last 7 years. Corona virus does not cause disease in adult dogs.* 
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(Continued on Page 4) 

Dr. Jean Dodd's NEW vaccine protocol - PERMISSION TO CROSSPOST 



*Leptospirosis vaccine is a common cause of adverse reactions in dogs. Most of the clinical cases of lepto reported in 
dogs in the US are caused by serovaars (or types) grippotyphosa and bratsilvia. The vaccines contain different se-
rovaars eanicola and ictohemorrhagica. Cross protection is not provided and protection is short lived . Lepto vaccine 
is immuno-supressive to puppies less than 16 weeks. 
 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS:  
Giardia is the most common intestinal parasite of humans in North America , 30% or more of all dogs & cats are  
infected with giardia. It has now been demonstrated that humans can transmit giardia to dogs & cats and vice versa.* 
 
Heartworm preventative must be given year-round in Houston . 
 
*VACCINES BADLY NEEDED  
New vaccines in development include: Feline Immunodeficiency Virus and cat scratch fever vaccine for cats and Ehr-
lichia [one of the other tick diseases, much worse than Lyme] for dogs. 
 
THE VIEW FROM THE TRENCHES; BUSINESS ASPECTS  
Most vets recommend annual boosters and most kennel operators require them. For years, the pricing structure of vets 
has misled clients into thinking that the inherent value of an annual office visit was in the "shots". They failed to em-
phasize the importance of a physical exam for early detection of treatable diseases. It is my hope that you will con-
tinue to require Rabies & Kennel cough and emphasize the importance of a recent vet exam. I also hope you will ac-
cept the new protocols and honor these pets as currently vaccinated. Those in the boarding business, who will honor 
the new vaccine facilities, are reluctant to change. 
 
CONCLUSION  
Dogs & cats no longer need to be vaccinated against distemper, parvo, & feline leukemia every year. Once the initial 
series of puppy or kitten vaccinations and first annual vaccinations are completed, immunity from MLV vaccines per-
sists for life. It has been shown that cats over 1 year of age are immune to Feline Leukemia whether they have been 
vaccinated or not. 
 
Imagine the money you will save, not to mention fewer risks from side risk of mediated hemolytic anemia and aller-
gic reactions are r educed by less frequent use of vaccines as well as by avoiding unnecessary vaccines such as K-9 
Corona virus and chlamydia for cats, as well as ineffective vaccines such as Leptospirosis and FIP. Intranasal vaccine 
for Rhiotracheitis and Calici virus, two upper respiratory viruses of cats provide more complete protection than in-
jectable vaccines with less risk of serious reactions. 
 
The AAHA and all 27 veterinary schools of North America are our biggest endorsement for these new  
protocols.* 
 
*Dr. Bob Rogers* 
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PET MEDICAL COSTS 
 
Reprinted from the Plum Creek Kennel Club Newsletter 
Few pet owners imagine they will ever have to spend more than $1,000 for treatment of a single pet health incident or 
condition. Unfortunately, data from Veterinary Pet Insurance Co. (VPI), the nation's oldest and largest provider of pet 
health insurance, reveals that $1,000 veterinary bills are more common than you might think. 
 
I received this press release from VPI and it says it all. I want to share the information with you today. 
In 2010, VPI policyholders submitted nearly 14,000 claims with an average treatment cost exceeding $1,000. VPI 
found that the majority of its most expensive claims were the result of just 10 conditions. 
 
Following are the top 10 conditions - ranked by frequency - to cost pet owners more than $1,000 in 2010. To learn 
more about any of these conditions, just click on that condition in the list below. 



AKC Code of Sportsmanship 
 
PREFACE: The sport of purebred dog competitive events dates prior to 1884, the year of AKC’s birth. Shared values 
of those involved in the sport include principles of sportsmanship. They are practiced in all sectors of our sport: con-
formation, performance and companion. Many believe that these principles of sportsmanship are the prime reason 
why our sport has thrived for over one hundred years. With the belief that it is useful to periodically articulate the 
fundamentals of our sport, this code is presented. 
�          Sportsmen respect the history, traditions and integrity of the sport of purebred dogs. 
�          Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair play, honesty, courtesy, and vigorous competition, as well as 

winning and losing with grace. 
�          Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the sport of purebred dogs by injecting 

personal advantage or consideration into their decision or behavior. 
�          She sportsman judge judges only on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors. 
�          The sportsman judge or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism. 
�          The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under a judge when it might reasonably appear that the 

judge’s placements could be based on something other than the merits of the dogs. 
�          The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the impartiality of a judge. 
�          The sportsman respects the AKC bylaws, rules, regulations and policies governing the sport of purebred 

dogs. 
�          Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civility are not inconsistent and are able to appreciate the merit 

of their competition and the effort of competitors. 
�          Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport. 
�          Sportsmen will deal fairly with all those who trade with them. 
�          Sportsmen are willing to share honest and open appraisals of both the strengths and weaknesses of their 

breeding stock. 
�          Sportsmen spurn any opportunity to take personal advantage of positions offered or bestowed upon them. 
�          Sportsmen always consider as paramount the welfare of their dog. 
�          Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking part in the 

sport. 
 

 
PET MEDICAL COSTS (Continued) 
 
Condition Average Cost per Claim 
1. Torn Knee Ligament/Cartilage $1,578 
2. Intestinal - Foreign Object $1,967 
3. Stomach - Foreign Object $1,502 
4. Intervertebral Disc Disease $3,282 
5. Stomach Torsion/Bloat $2,509 
6. Broken Leg (Plate) $1,586 
7. Laryngeal Paralysis $2,042 
8. Tumor of the Throat $1,677 
9. Ear Canal Surgery - Ablation $1,285 
10. Ruptured Bile Duct $2,245 
 
While surgical treatment for a torn knee ligament/cartilage occurred most often, the condition with the highest aver-
age cost per claim was intervertebral disc disease, for which pet owners paid an average of $3,282 per claim in 2010. 
According to DVM Newsmagazine's 2009 State of the Profession survey, veterinarians estimate the average dollar 
amount at which most clients would opt to stop treatment of a sick or injured animal at $1,451. Of the top 10 most 
common costly claims, only ear canal surgery falls beneath the average survey limit. 
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Grand Valley Kennel Club 
P.O. Box 1751 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

The Bark ‘N Bugle is published monthly and is the official newsletter of 
the Grand Valley Kennel Club, an affiliate of the American Kennel 
Club, a nonprofit organization 

 
 
 

How do you know 
when it is time to  
"hang up the car 
keys"? 

I say when your dog 
has this look on his 

face!  
A picture is worth a 
thousand words!  

We’re on the Web 

Http://www.grandvalleykennelclub.org 
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