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Message from President Noelle Blair 
 
Can't believe it's already February. I often find parallels in my life and interaction with humans and dogs. I am 
always greeted when I get home, regardless of the length of my absence; by wiggly bodies and joyful barking 
and vocalizations from my pack. I don't have a person to come home to, but my dogs more than make up for 
that. They live in the moment and no matter what kind of day they might have had, are eager to hear about mine. 
They don't care that I had a bad hair day, or that I wore the wrong pair of shoes with those slacks, or smell like 
garlic.  
 
I wish we could treat our friends and family with that same open enthusiasm and love. Remember, as Valentine's 
Day draws near, to honor the people in your life. Let them know that they have enriched you in one way or an-
other.  
 
You might even take a minute and do something special with your dog. Go for a car ride and share an order of 
chicken strips. Take them shopping at one of the pet places in town and let them lead you around the store. Re-
member that a hug, a smile and a pat on the head are the same as saying I love you. Just remember if you pat 
your friends on the head, they might think you have spent one day too many with your dogs!  
 
Happy Valentines Day!  
Noelle Blair 

Kelly Davidson’s Shetland Sheep Dog,  TNC’s Heaven’s Tear (Rainey) won her Advanced Rally title at the Pueblo 
Show in November. 

 
Nanette Loya & Keith Keible’s Kerry Blue Terrier, Hot N Spicy of Jorkaite (Spice) took 
Select Bitch, BOS twice and Award of Merit at the Eukanube Dog Show in December. 
 
Nanette Loya & Keith Keible’s Sealyham Terrier 
Dunnville Done Just Right (Justie) took two Puppy 
Group 1s, a Puppy Group 3 and Reserve Winner’s 
Bitch at the Eukanube Dog Show in December. 
 
 
 

 
Noelle Blair’s Pembroke Corgi CH Redfox’s Above It All, RN (Gabe) took an 
Award of Merit at the Eukanube Dog Show in December. 
 
 
Helen Haas’s Ibizan Hound Aaram Donikar Here Comes the Sun (Bay) took BOS at the Eukanube Dog Show in De-
cember  
 
Christy Armendarez’s German Shebard Dog Roxannes Royalty Eli Guenavire (Eli) got her RAE title placing 1st in 
Rally Advanced, 1st in Rally Excellent B and 2 First Placements at the Grand Valley Kennel Club’s Show in Septem-
ber. 
 
Wendy Spurr’s PBGV Sonora Guillamo (Gui) took two Best of Winners at the Tucson Dog Show in November. 
 
 

Brags for December 
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Grand Valley Kennel Club 
January 18, 2011 

Minutes of the General Meeting 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by President Noelle Blair. 
There were 18 members present - Edna Schenck, Lorianne Campbell, Ashley Edstrom, Marilyn Forte, Kim 
Giannone, Elizabeth Hymer, Noelle Blair, Wendy Spurr, Chris Barnes, Helen Haas, Cindy Clark, Nanette Loya, 
Keith Kibel, Christy Armendarez, Kelly Davidson, Sandy McFarland, Sharon Wobick, and Johnnie Farmer. 
Carrie Collins was our only guest.  
Dues - they need to be paid in order to vote at the meeting tonight. We took some time to collect dues from 
members that were renewing. 
Application for membership - Carrie Collins’ application was read. She has a Lhasa Apso, Shih Tzu and a 
Bichon. Welcome, Carrie. 
Elections of officers - the ballot was read and a vote taken. The new officers are: 
             President - Noelle Blair Board members: 
             Vice President - Wendy Spurr Nanette Loya 
             Secretary - Johnnie Farmer Cindy Clark 
             Treasurer - Ashley Edstrom Helen Haas 
A ballot was passed around for the members to vote for Volunteer of the Year. The award will be announced at 
the February meeting. 
Treasurer’s Report - Kelly gave her report. Edna motioned that we accept. Christy gave the second. Motion 
passed. 
Secretary’s Report - the minutes had been printed in the newsletter. Kelly motioned to accept them. Keith gave 
the second. Motion passed. 
Correspondence: AKC sent a form to be returned with all the information for the new officers. The form was 
passed around and filled out by the new officers. Johnnie will mail it to AKC. 
Old Business - none 
New Business - The Westminster Dog Show falls on our February meeting night. It was suggested that the meet-
ing be cancelled so that we could all watch it. Everyone was in favor. 
Movie Night - February 1, at 6 pm The movie will be “Safe Pet Vaccinations” by Dr. Jean Dodds, DVM. It is a 
two hour movie. The cost is $2 and those coming are encouraged to bring snacks to share. It is open to the public 
and will be in the Red Cross Building. 
Phyllis Casteel - a groomer and dog show person that lives in Grand Junction had a house fire in which she lost 
everything. She needs collars, crates, towels, beds, blankets bowls and food for her dogs. Members wishing to 
help out can bring their donations to the B/OB match. 
Stephanie Long - needs temporary homes for her 4 dogs while she is in the process of moving. She has a Golden, 
Lab, American Bulldog, and a Border Collie mix. Her number is 985-5527. 
Kim made a motion to give the Red Cross $100 for the use of the building. Cindy gave the second. The motion 
passed. 
Committee Reports: B/OB Match - Kelly. The match is this weekend. Friday at 7 is the set up - please come 
out to help. Kim is in charge of food and passed around a sheet for food donations. The match will be a super 
success and it will be so much easier if all of the members help. 
2011 Show - deferred until March 
Advertising - Nanette. All is being handled. 
Eric Salas Seminar - Nanette. This seminar is scheduled for April 2 & 3. The first day will be devoted to 
grooming and the second day to handling. Sign up information will be available soon. 
Training Coordinator - Cindy. The classes are going well. 
First Aid Classes - Ashley. No date has been set for the next class. 
Newsletter - Wendy. Submissions are needed to help make the newsletter a newsletter. Please contact Wendy 
with ideas or just email your articles, etc. to her. The deadline for the newsletter is the first of the month. 
Adjourn: 8:06 pm Chris made the motion. Liz gave the second. Motion passed. 
Ralph Wobick, Kay Fritts, and John Murray all have been sick and a card will be sent. 
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Health ENZYMES  
By Diane Jansey, Canine Nutritionist  

With all the additives that we put in our dogs food, I often wonder if we should give up commercial dog food alto-
gether. We add vitamins, minerals, essential fatty acids, and whole foods such as sardines, parsley, and yogurt and 
now I am going to advise you add ENZYMES. The reasoning is fairly simple, when you buy a couch, you have to 
have a rug, coffee table and lamps to make it a place to live. So it is with our dogs, especially those in competition. If 
you want them to compete at a level that wins you have to help them compensate for the stress that you put them un-
der. 
 
One of the areas of the dogs biochemestry that needs help when under stress is an added supply of enzymes to make 
sure that the continuation of biochemical activity within the dogs’ body has the needed elements to perform at opti-
mum levels. In short, the dog needs his spark plugs cleaned, calibrated or changed out to keep the motor started and 
running (that is the best comparison that I can give you). These enzymes are needed for digesting food, quick think-
ing in the brain, repair of all tissues, organs and cells in the body. Life would not be possible without the catalytic re-
action of enzymes. These enzymes accelerate and are the precursor for the thousands to millions of life’s processes. 
 
Now, to make this even tougher to figure out, every enzyme has a different job to accomplish. The ones you are al-
ready most familiar with are the digestive enzymes. There are many others. One of the most important is respiratory 
enzymes that help eliminate carbon dioxide from the lungs - the extra stress could be when you walk to close to a 
running car or when you unload the back of the car with your engine running. An important enzyme that puppies’ use 
takes dietary phosphorus and causes a conversion that lays down new bone. If that enzyme were not available the 
bone could grow weak and break easily. Enzymes are needed to remove dangerous toxins out of the bloodstream con-
verting them to waste that is easily removed from the body. A stress would be if the stomach health allowed for 
“leaky Gut” syndrome and there was not enough enzymes to protect the bloodstream.  
 
We can deal with two main groups of enzymes - one being digestive enzymes and the other being metabolic enzymes. 
All enzymes nonetheless are replenished throughout the body by conversion of the first group evolving in the diges-
tion of food so if the digestive system is happy then the rest of the species body will be happy. The rest of this article 
will focus on digestive enzymes with the comfort that this will take care of all the rest. 
 
There are basically three subgroups of digestive enzymes that are called pancreatic enzymes that are needed for 
proper digestion of nutrients that can than be utilized by the dog for all of the life sources of energy. The three sub-
groups are Amylase, Lipase, and several forms of Proteases. The main objective of Amylase is to aid in the digestion 
of carbohydrates. Lipase takes care of digestion and aids in the placements of fats (where we get the word liposuc-
tion) and, last of all, Proteases works on all the sources of proteins that the dog consumes. If you have ever wondered 
why we change meat sources with dogs is to give one type of Proteases a rest and allow other Proteases to take up the 
slack. The other reasoning is to find out what protein sources can be eaten with the ready and available pancreatic di-
gestive enzymes that will break down the protein with greater success. Sometimes you will hear people say, ‘my line 
of dogs does better on beef than on chicken’ or visa versa. What they are really saying is my line of dogs is not oper-
ating on a full set of “spark plugs”, or digestive enzymes.  
 
Where you find the greatest amount of digestive enzymes is in whole foods that are raw and have not been processed. 
These enzymes can be found in foods that have slight processing as long as the temperature of the processed food 
stays under 118 degrees F. Freezing also diminishes the available enzymes but has a better chance of staying intact as 
long as it is done under flash frozen conditions like deep ocean fishing provides. Once thawed, if refrozen in our 
homes, you lose a lot of the needed enzymes. Another loss of needed enzymes is from a new method of packaging 
dog foods which uses compression as a source for killing strains of E-Coli and Salmonella. It also will destroy the en-
zymes needed to best utilize the food that our dogs are going to eat. The same scenario follows in canned products, 
the dog cookies, and most of the dehydrated food products. A large concern also follows those people who are trying 
to feed their dogs correctly by buying a more expensive whole food product that is flash frozen. They then microwave 
the food destroying all the enzymes that are needed for the dog’s health. Microwaves will destroy all of the enzymes 
needed as the temperature is brought to a high point very quickly, exceeding the 118 degrees F allowed to maintain 
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the integrity of the enzyme. Another issue is that our dogs will not eat most of the natural vegetables that contain the 
higher amounts of enzymes as they have little appeal or should not be eaten as they have too much fiber for our dogs 
to digest easily. 
 
Many foods contain the enzymes so badly needed to help replenish the enzymes to the system from both plant and 
animal sources. The best of these would be papayas, pineapple, mangos and bananas. It has been interesting as I have 
allowed my puppies to freely munch on fruit that they choose (different fruits at different times during their growth) 
to eat. An example is that 15 week-old pups given a chance to explore the banana will eat it very well and a 6 month-
old will not care for it at all. When confronted with an illness or upset stomach, the dog will go for the banana. This 
tips me off to them repairing their own system for whatever is not working at 100%.  
 
Enzymes that break down fat or the Lipase enzymes can be found in all fatty foods be it beef or fatty fish such as 
salmon. Pancreatic Lipase works best in an alkaline environment (meaning the intestines vs. the stomach that is more 
acidic) whereas Lipase from food works better in the stomach, so where the fats are concerned they are utilized al-
most in a double digestion process whereas other foods are not.  
 
Some clinical responses you can observe from your dog that would tell you of the need to add commercially pro-
duced enzymes in greater levels would fall into these categories: allergies, arthritis, inflammatory bowel disease, or 
coprophagia (dog eats his or others stool). This also occurs when they have contracted coccidia, and while your vet 
will prescribe antibiotics for this it will not help the stool eating, but giving therapeutic doses of digestive enzymes 
will stop this condition. As always, please consult your health professional if you suspect any of these issues. Other 
signs of needed supplementation would be dry coat, brittle and breaking coat, flaking skin, rashes and reoccurring hot 
spots. The more intense diagnostic need for enzymes would be if the dog has cancer, tumors, autoimmune disorders, 
and viral infections.  
The last issue for reviewing your enzyme needs would be anything that was considered a sports injury such as torn 
muscles and/or ligaments, broken bones, sprains, lameness, especially that found in large animal growth from 4-18 
months of age. 
 
Some of the commercial sources of enzymes that you might want to have on hand would be Bromelain, a protein-
digesting enzyme found in many parts of the pineapple. This product is different than the others in the digestive en-
zyme group in that it works well in an acid and alkaline environment, so the value of the product would work well in 
the stomach and the intestines. Seeing that the dog has a short digestive track that moves faster than humans and 
some other animals, this would give you the greatest coverage for the largest variety of health issues. This product is 
widely used in the recovery of surgery, injuries, and different types of arthritis. It is also very useful for pets who 
have difficulty in the digestion of proteins. It is proteins in the food that cause most of the food allergies. Remember 
that protein byproducts and toxins cause inflammation. Bromelain, once in the blood, appears to be systemic, produc-
ing whole body usage of this enzyme. 
 
Second on the shelf for me would be Papain. This digestive enzyme works as an anti-inflammatory, analgesic, and in 
some tests has shown to be almost as effective as aspirin without the stomach upset that can occur when using aspirin. 
Papain is listed as a proteolytic enzyme that wholly absorbed and works throughout the whole body of the dog pro-
ducing many healthful benefits. This enzyme has been used with great success for superior digestion to lessen the ef-
fects of allergic reactions of the food proteins, atopic dermatitis, arthritis, inflammation in major organs, and autoim-
mune disorders. These digestive enzymes can reduce and turn around “leaky gut syndrome” a disease that leaches 
food proteins from the stomach into the blood stream causing secondary yeast and fungus infections. 
 
The wonderful point around all of this is these digestive plant enzymes are listed in the “safe” category. This provides 
for optimum use for the greatest benefit in the shortest amount of time. In other words, it allows the system to catch 
up on its store of enzymes in a safe and efficient manner.  
 
If you have followed any of my past articles (they may be found in The Canine Chronicle Online archives) you will 
know that I advocate the use of whole foods and natural products whenever you are able to do so. 
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SECRET INGREDIENT TO GOOD GROOMING! 
By Nanette Loya 

  
Over the years I have kept my eyes and ears peeled waiting to overhear or have a conversation with some expert in 
the dog show world for that special product that does everything for maintaining a show coat or simply to beautify 
that special clients pet and give  some tender loving care to a poorly managed coat. 
 
 One day I came across the simplest of products that is available to anyone and was amazed by its many uses. Being 
one of my all time favorites now, I recommend it to anyone whether it be a mixed breed or a show dog, a pet owner 
or pet professional. And it’s probably the least expensive product that can be found! 
 
 Now that I have your attention, I will tell you what the secret ingredient is Cornstarch! Yep! Everyday, household 
cornstarch! Let me tell you how to use it and what its benefits are.  
 
What it is: Non toxic, hypoallergenic, perfume and odor free, chemical free  
* What it does:  
1.    Matted fur: De-matting the coat in a gentle way that will minimize the amount of broken, matted fur normally 

lost in brushing/combing it out. 
2.    Stickers & debris: helps foreign objects to easily slide out when used with a brush or comb, so the coat doesn’t 

have to be cut or damaged in order to get the debris out. 
3.    De-grease: Absorbs natural oils from the skin and coat that may be produced by a dog with too much fat in their 

diet or some skin conditions. De- grease the cat or dog that has gotten under the car and has a greasy black streak 
down its back, The dog with long ears that was dragged or dipped into its food bowl several times, Or has been 
treated with a medicated ointment and has excessive build up of oils, all without having to give it a bath right 
away! Be sure to thoroughly brush it through the coat  

4.    Refresh: Sprinkle and lightly rub in the cornstarch, then brush it through the coat when there is not the time or the 
availability to give the dog a bath or grooming. Blow excess out of coat with dryer. 

5.    Odors and urine: Cornstarch does a wonderful job absorbing odors and urine on the pet. Sprinkle, rub and brush 
through the coat in areas that are appropriate, taking caution in open orifice areas that may be sensitive.  

6.    Allergies & Itching: temporarily relieves and soothes itching and chewing due to allergies and skin conditions 
7:    Breakdown of products: dog show exhibitors tend to use different products to enhance the coat or hold the hair in 

place, such as hair sprays. Cornstarch safely removes most products without damaging the coat, when an entire 
bath isn’t an option. Sprinkle on and brush through coat where products have been applied/ 

8.    Stain remover: I’m currently experimenting on the best way to remove/decrease staining using cornstarch or a 
combination of products.    

9.    Blood Clotting: a fast clotting agent when in an emergency for minor cuts and wounds. 
  
I have found that if I pour it into a shaker type container, (like the type spices come in) it can be controlled better to 
get it in the areas that are the most desirable. It still can be a bit messy so it is recommended to put a towel under the 
dog before you start. Blow out any excess cornstarch with a blow dryer. 
 
Nanette Loya is a certified master groomer/stylist since 1982 & member of The Grand Valley Kennel Club since 
1992. She uses her expertise to educate others, compete in dog shows, grooming contests and responsibly breeding 
champion Kerry Blue Terriers 
 

Last night I was sitting on the sofa watching TV when I heard my wife's sweet voice from the kitchen. 
 
"What would you like for dinner my Love? Chicken, beef or lamb?" 
 
I said, "Thank you, I'll have chicken." 
 
She replied "Not you, you're having soup. I was talking to the dog." 
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GVKC Member Spotlight of the Month 
by Ashley Edstrom 

At the last meeting, “someone” (do I see Noelle’s fingerprint on this?) came up with the great idea of spotlight-
ing a member each month,  so…. it’s only fitting that Noelle is the 1st “Spotlight!”  She answered my questions 
so well that I have left this in her words.  Hope you enjoy getting to know our madam president ☺ 

Name: Noelle Blair 

Current dogs owned (breeds and names):  I have 4 dogs living with me – all Pembroke Welsh Corgi’s.  2 
Males – CH Redfox’s Above It All, RN  “Gabe” and Misty Ridge Ruff N’ Rowdy at Redfox – 8 pts 

Females – Redfox & Misty Ridge Nautical but Nice, CGC “Flirt” 9 pts and the new baby Redfox’s Shut Up & 
Kiss Me, “Smooch” 

I co-own another Corgi with my Daughter, Aubrie.  One of our two foundation bitches – BJ’s Bound for Glory, 
RN.  She never did much in the ring.  She loved showing, but was much better in the whelping box than the ring 
(Although she really loves rally and obedience).  

How do you support your dog habit? (aka what do you do for a living?)  I work in the Marketing Depart-
ment at Rocky Mountain Health Plans assisting small groups with their health plans.  I work one or two nights a 
week for my mother’s business; Kruger Roofing filing and helping in her office.  I teach obedience classes under 
the guise of K9 Kindergarten,  a small, but successful endeavor that began with Ashley Edstrom a few years 
ago.  Last year was the first year I hadn’t been involved in the 4H program for 10 years.  It was a nice break, but 
I sure do miss the kids.   If that wasn’t enough 3 years ago I became the Grand Valley Kennel Club President 
and now I never seem to have any down time…… 

Two legged family members? I have two beautiful daughters.  My oldest daughter, Aubrie is a Petty Officer 2nd 
Class in the US Navy.  She is currently deployed to the middle east and is supporting our troops in Afghanistan 
from the deck of the USS Enterprise.  She is not due to be back until the middle of July.  I am counting the days 
until she is safely home.  She was my dog show buddy for a very long time and I can’t wait until she is through 
with the Navy and able to come home and go to the shows with me again.  My youngest daughter McKenna is 
working 2 jobs and trying to decide what direction she wants to take her life.  She is living in Grand Junction and 
just moved into her first apartment.  She is an amazing artist and will be turning 21 in February.   McKenna is 
quite possibly one of the funniest people you will ever meet.  I think she could be a stand up comedienne. I am 
so proud of both of my girls.  

What are your hobbies other than dogs (yeah right)?  You mean people actually have hobbies other than 
dogs????  I love to read and usually have at least one James Patterson book, one dog book of some sort and sev-
eral magazines going all at once.  The table by my bedside looks like a book store vomited all over it!  I also like 
to crochet, cross stitch, and do puzzles.  I also love to play Sudoku.   

Doggie goals for this year?  I hope to get Flirt and maybe even Crusher finished this year.  Gabe is also half 
way through his Grand Championship.  Thanks in large part to the encouragement I have gotten from so many 
club members, especially John Boughton who believed in Gabe and helped me look beyond the limited goals I 
had set for him.  I am hoping to get his third leg in Rally Advanced, and start Flirt and Crush on their obedience 
titles.  I would love to get a versatility title on Gabe and think we might try tracking next.  I think agility looks 
like fun, but I am too worried about potential health risks by having my heavy bodied, short legged, long backed 
breed jump too much.   

Tell us about the 1st dog you ever owned…  I don’t ever remember a time in my life that I didn’t have at least 
one dog and a cat.   The first dog I ever owned on my own was a German Shepherd.  I had grown up with them 
and thought I loved the breed until I saw my first Rottweiler.  It was all over for me and I knew I had to have 
one.  Rottweilers are what got me into training and eventually showing.  I will always love the breed beyond 
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Get Social with AKC! 
We hope that you’ll “like” or “follow” the American Kennel Club on Facebook, Twitter (@akcdoglovers) and 
YouTube. Stay tuned in 2011 for new features like training tip series, more behind the scenes coverage of AKC 
events, deals for AKC followers and more! 
 
You can also get into the social media mix by creating pages for your own clubs. These profiles can be great tools to 
help keep your club members up-to-date and to attract new members!  
 

words and hope to someday have another one.  I miss Jack so very much.  I don't know that I will ever find another 
Rottie like him.  He was a once in a life time dog.  I am so very, very grateful to Teresa Sheffield for letting me be a 
part of his life.  I will never, ever forget her generosity to me at time when I needed a dog so very much.  

Favorite GVKC activity?  Getting to know all the different people in the club.  Some of you may find this hard to 
believe, but I used to be painfully shy,  especially in large groups.  Never one to back off from a challenge I decided 
to take the bull by the horns and ‘make’ myself more outgoing.  It took a lot of work and effort, but I really do love 
meeting with all the club members.  I can’t believe what a wonderful group of people we have in the club.  I am lucky 
to be a part of a group of people that loves dogs as much as I do.  I have so many wonderful friends.  

Favorite dog activity? I love the conformation ring.  I don’t know why – it’s so arbitrary and you lose a lot more 
than you win.  At least in my case you do.  I also really love working with my dogs in Rally and obedience.  I love 
watching their wheels work while they are trying to figure out what to do to please me and get it ‘right’.  The bond 
and partnership that I get through training – regardless of the reason is what keeps me working 3 jobs and covered in 
dog hair.  Truth to tell, I wouldn’t want it any other way.  

Do you have any pets other than dogs?  If so, what?  I have 3 rescue cats. Ms Kitty, Wa Lee and Maybelline.  My 
youngest daughter left her 2 cats with me when she moved.  She has an 18 year old Siamese that she named Courtney 
Kittenish and Maybelline’s sister Madori.   I have 2 Guinea pigs that belong to my oldest daughter; Fiona and 
Fancy.    

How long have you been a member of GVKC?  (all total)  I never thought the first time I went to a club meeting 
that I would someday be the President of the club.  I would have to say I have been an on again, off again member for 
about 15 years.  

How long have you been showing (if you do) and how did you get started?  I got started in Schutzhund with my 
second Rottweiler, Scarlet and then tried obedience and conformation with AKC about 18 years ago with my third 
Rottweiler, Elvira.  When I started I was mostly interested in obedience and all things related to it.  I had a rather 
rocky start in the conformation ring, but I stuck with it and came to really love it.   

Favorite dog book? (training, fiction, whatever you like) I love Pat Hastings the Puppy Puzzle and Tricks of the 
Trade.  I love the books that Barbara Handler has written on obedience.  I have a lot of books that I like.  I tend to like 
the ones that find creative and fun solutions for their dogs.  One of the best seminars I ever took was with Gary 
Wilkes and his clicker training.  I like that trainers have gone from a correction based training, to positive or motiva-
tional training.  I find that it might take a bit longer at first for the dog to get what you want from them, but in the end 
once they have figured out a problem for themselves they are far more likely to remember the lesson and have fun 
doing it.  For me it's about the journey.  If you take your time and enjoy your training you will have a much deeper 
relationship with your dog.  

Favorite dog show memory:   Last August at our regional specialty in Greeley Gabe finished his Championship 
with a 5 point major from the Bred-By Exhibitor class.  While he was not my first champion, he is the first dog that I 
breed, trained and finished.  To do it at the specialty with such incredible competition was beyond anything I had ever 
imagined.  It just keeps getting better and better.  I am so very grateful to all the wonderful people that I would never 
have met if it weren't for my dogs.  Every chance I get to go to a show or match and spend time with them is a good 
day.  Of course without God, none of this would be possible.  I am blessed beyond measure.  
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If you have ever seen a Flyball competition, I am sure you have marveled and the activity and noise level.  It is one of 
the fastest dog sports out there, with teams competing for the chance to continue to the next heat.  Dogs of all shapes 
and sizes are allowed to compete but the sport is dominated by herding or terrier breeds.  Flyball is a pet driven sport 
with most dogs being rescues, pet quality, or mixed breeds.  
 
Flyball has only been around since the 1970’s.   It started out as a scent discrimination relay race, with a guy at the 
end of the run throwing a tennis ball.  Soon it expanded to a trigger released fly ball box to throw the tennis ball.  The 
objective is to run a relay of hurdles triggering the box to release a tennis ball and then run back over hurdles allow-
ing the next dog to go.  You will often notice that on almost every team there is a small dog.  This is because the 
jump height is based off the smallest dog.  There is a minimum height of 7 inches with a maximum height of 14 
inches.  Two teams of four will race against each other; the team that gets all four dogs to complete the relay without 
errors wins the heat.  Titles are based off the number of points earned during of the course of competition.      
Over the last several decades Flyball has evolved to include the usage of start lights, and electronic launch pads.  
There is now the National Flyball Association, and clubs all over the nation.  Even Grand Junction has a Flyball team, 
and we are a host to a tournament every fall.  In very few dog sports will you see giant breeds competing with toy 
breeds, and get the fun and joyful atmosphere that Flyball will give you.  

Flyball the Sport of Pets 
By Elizabeth Hymer 
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